2i6         .      State of the Argument

rightly be called a "standing power," and that it is
very much more than such rare " interpositions of
Providence," and such " miracles of invisible agency,"
as the above writers seem to consider the only alter-
native to the admission of a discretionary, and con-
scious, and transmitted gift.

IO(X The Ark was a standing instrument of mira-
culous operation, yet it did not send forth its virtue at
all times/nor at the will of man. What was the nature
of its mysterious powers "we learn from the beginning
of the First Book of Samuel; where we read of it first
. as stationed in the tabernacle, and of the Almighty
speaking from it to the child Samuel; next it is cap-
tured in battle by the Philistines; but next, when it is
set up in the house of Dagon, the idol, without visible
cause, falls down before it, and its worshippers are
smitten. Next, the cattle which are yoked to it are
constrained against their natural instinct to carry it
back to Israel. And then the men of Bethshemeth
are smitten for looking into it. Was there, or was
there not, then, a standing power of miracles in the
Jewish Church ? There was not, in the sense in which
Middleton understands the phrase; there was no
" regular succession " of " individuals" who exercised
.supernatural gifts with a divinely enlightened discre-
tion ; even the Prophets were not such a body; yet
the Divine Presence consisted in much more than an
occasional and extraordinary visitation or intervention,